[Three-dimensional reconstruction of bacterial viruses from electron microscopy data. Subjects and methods of study].
The review summarizes the results of the study of the spatial structure of bacterial viruses (phages) whose tails seem to be the most primitive contracting biological mechanism. Data on the spatial molecular rearrangement are important for understanding the processes of biological mobility. The computer and laser techniques used in order to obtain information on the three-dimensional structure of the object under study by its two-dimensional electron-microphotography are presented in the first part of the review. The second deals with application of the above mentioned techniques for the study of various bacterial viruses.